
First Love
By Malcolm Smith



Be Still

Be Still and realize the reality that the 
Holy Spirit is right now in you and is in 

the process of opening the eyes of 
your understanding.



Revelation 2:1-7

To the angel of the church of Ephesus 
write, ‘These things says He who holds 

the seven stars in His right hand, 



Revelation 2:1-7

…who walks in the midst of the seven 
golden lampstands: “I know your works, 
your labor, your patience, and that you 

cannot bear those who are evil. 



Revelation 2:1-7

And you have tested those who say they 
are apostles and are not and have found 
them liars; and you have persevered and 

have patience…



Revelation 2:1-7

…and have labored for My name’s sake 
and have not become weary.

Nevertheless I have this against you, 
that you have left your first love.



Revelation 2:1-7

Remember therefore from where you 
have fallen; repent and do the first 

works, or else I will come to you quickly 
and remove your lampstand from its 

place—unless you repent.



John’s Letter to Ephesus
John tells the Ephesians

Christ is in the midst of your 
daily life making home inside 
you. Open your ears, listen… 

WAKE UP!



The Church in Ephesus



The Church in Ephesus



The Church in Ephesus



The Church in Ephesus



The Church in Ephesus



The Church in Ephesus
John is writing to the 

second generation of the 
Church in Ephesus that they 

have lost their 

First Love



What is FIRST LOVE?
The word is agape - Agape is not primarily 

love for Jesus but the love of Jesus poured 
into us; revealed and imparted to us to 

participate in by grace. Our love is 
responsive – because He first loved us. 



What is FIRST LOVE?
First love is seeing that 

Jesus is the first love 
incarnate: He is God giving 

God. We are united into 
Him/love by our – yes! – in 

the Spirit. 



What is FIRST LOVE?

First love is an awakening 
to union; knowing with 

the knowing of Jesus.



What is FIRST LOVE?
First Love focuses on the 

gospel as relationship 
and fellowship. First love 

knows nothing of 
transaction or contract



1 John 4:7-13 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love 
is from God; and everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God. 



1 John 4:7-13 

The one who does not love does not 
know God, for God is love.



1 John 4:7-13 

In this is love, not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us and sent His Son to 

be the propitiation for our sins. 



1 John 4:7-13 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. No one has 
beheld God at any time; if we love one 
another, God abides in us, and His love 

is perfected in us.



What is FIRST LOVE?
First Love rests in Him 
our salvation; knowing 

we are kept by the love-
ability of God.



What is FIRST LOVE?

First Love is infinitely 
personal not exterior 

and abstract. 



What is FIRST LOVE?
First Love is childlike, 
playful without must, 
should and ought; it is 

abandonment to the Lover; 
passionate and unashamed.



What is FIRST LOVE?
First Love is always present 
in the moment embracing 

life now as Himself, the gift 
of love and the playground 

of love. 



Why Leave First Love?
Why did they leave

First Love?



Why Leave First Love?
Why did they leave

First Love?

Left: same word as 
‘forgiveness’…meaning to 

release or send away.



Why Leave First Love?
First Love that stood in awe at the love of 
God now is dull in heart with no sense of 
awe before abstract love. Rules take the 

place of union; rest and playfulness is 
replaced with arduous work and weariness. 



Why Leave First Love?
It is possible to labor for Him and lose 

Him in the laboring! 

To serve and be persecuted and to 
become absorbed by the service.



Why Leave First Love?
It was first love that made 
them resist false gospels –



Why Leave First Love?
It was first love that made 
them resist false gospels –

Love gave them the 
discernment to see the 
false and to keep the 
congregation pure.



Why Leave First Love?
They became harsh and 

separated despising their 
opponents and soon a 

gospel appealing to the 
intellect replaced 

passionate love of the heart. 



Jesus Wept…
They weren’t being like 

Jesus who wept over and 
forgave His enemies while 
still warning them of the 

path they were on. 



Jesus Wept…
They were left with dead 
orthodoxy where being 

right was the sign of 
believers instead of living 

in His love.



1 Corinthians 13:1-4

Though I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, but have not love, I have 

become sounding brass or a clanging 
cymbal.



1 Corinthians 13:1-4

And though I have the gift of prophecy, 
and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and though I have all faith, 
so that I could remove mountains, but 

have not love, I am nothing.



1 Corinthians 13:1-4

And though I bestow all my goods to 
feed the poor, and though I give my 

body to be burned, but have not love, it 
profits me nothing.



Relationship or Religion?

Leaving first love leaves the 
Spirit and defaults to a system 

of rules and methods – religion. 



Relationship or Religion?
Leaving first love turns the Gospel into 

our determination: 

“I will… I have made up mind and am 
determined to follow Jesus” 



Relationship or Religion?

It is an appeal to self, promising to try 
to be like Him in a behavior change; to 

separate from the world that now 
becomes them.



For God… or From God?
Without the awe of the 
relationship rooted in 

Love and Grace we cease 
to work from Him and 

now work for Him. 



What Is Jesus’ Remedy?
Repent: 

a radical exchange of mind 
and attitude; we return to 
the mind of Christ and His 

attitude. 



What Is Jesus’ Remedy?
It is our mental concepts 
of God that keep us from 

knowing Him.

Rediscover who you are. 



Authorized to Love
Without love He will 

remove the church out of 
its authorized place –
authorized to love the 

world as He. Without love 
there can be no church. 



Authorized to Love
Remember this was the second generation 
of the Church in Ephesus. These people had 

never known anything but rules and 
religion; Jesus is calling them back to a 

love they have never known.



Authorized to Love
Come back to God’s beginnings,

And taste of the love that makes us 
who we are!



Authorized to Love
Come back to God’s beginnings,

And taste of the love that makes us 
who we are!

Rediscover the awe and sense of 
His love - Dancing in His love every day.



First Love
By Malcolm Smith
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